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Suffering for the right reasons

IFcter 2:19-20; 19 [or this finds Goc/’s favor, if because of conscience toward Goc/somcone

endures hardshfps n 5w[)[cring urjust/y. 2:20 Forwhat credit is it if you sin and are mistreated and
endure ft?But /’zfyou a/ogooa’analsui[z[cr and so endure, this finds favor with (od.

As we have read i Fcter 2:19-20,we see that to suffer or to be treated wronglg for the cause of
the |l ORD isa rewarcling thing, and is favorable in the siglnt of the | ORD. God is P]easecl, when
we do not compromise our beliefs or convictions, even if it means harsh treatment or persecution
that will come from others. Our f:ather is honored when we are wi”ing to suffer wrong for [is name!
]n Acts the 5tl1 Chapter we see that Feter and the APostlcs rejoicccl great]y because t}ncg were
counted worthg to be reproaclﬂed and to suffer wrongFu”g for Preaching in the Name of Jesus!

Eut some would say, ”whﬂ would Gocl allow is children to sugen aren't we the head and not the
tail"? \/\/c”, brothers and sisters, ] am afraid that many have misrePrcscnted the ways and purposes
of (God in the life of the believer; and have misquoted scriptures to the Point that their doctrines
have become flawed! You see, the problem is,1s that no one wants to, oris wi”ing to suffer any
amount of Persecution for the LORD Jesus! Not many or wi”ing to endure angthing at a”,
because Persona! comfort and luxurious living are too imPortant. Yes, the LORD can and does
bless [His chilc}ren, and many have been fortunate to live a very lavish !tistglc; but when the

I ORD blesses you with much, e expects you to be a blessing to others and not to horde it all
upon 3oursel)C (read Luke 12:13-21 )

(God does not save us so that our sole purpose in life is to live higlﬂ on the hog!l [He did not save us
so that we could live in ease, comfort and P]easure either. We were saved so that we would become
witnesses for Him, so that others could Par’cake of the true riches that is found on]3 in Jesus
Christ! But what we are main!g talking about here is when we suffer or when we are rebuked for
doing sometlﬂing that was wrong, and we feel as though we have been treated umcairly and we want
to rebuke the devil, bind evil spiri’cs and start ca”ing t}nings forth...how foolish can we be? [{ow

re]igious canwe be?



When we have done that which is wor‘thg of chastisement, we ought to be wi”ing to suffer the
reward. l]cyou run a red light, stoP sign or assault someone without cause...you should not exPect

the officer or tlﬂcjudge to be so undcrstanding; and you get off scott-free!

| isten to what verse 20 says; [or what credit is it /’fyou sin and are mistreated and endure /t?Bui'
/’fyou c/ogooc/ and suffer and so cnc/urc, this finds favor with Goc/.

Some would say, "yea | ran that light, and | have a big fine to pay, but the devil is a lie..(God is going
to get me out of this" WI’!at?? You did sometl—ring wrong!! Don't bring (God or the devil into it, that
was ComP]e’cel3 your c{oingl Sojust suck it up and take your Punishment Or some would step out n
faith as we say, and Purclﬁasc a l’lome, car, boat or what have you and knowing full well that they
cannot afford it. And before the repo man comes to take it...we will get some oil and sling it all over
the t}'n'ng and start marcl—\ing around it and making Proclamations....Heg... wait a minute! You know
that you didn't have the extra funds for this thing, so why involve the Fat}‘ner in 3our1coo]ishness?
What did Jesus say n Luke 14:28-32; [or which ofyou, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t sit down
first and compute the cost to see if he has cnough money to com/:)/ctc it7 14:29 Otherwise, when

he has [aid a foundation and is not able to finish the tower, all who see it Wi//bc‘gin to make fun of
him. 14:30 T/%cy W/'//say, ‘777/5 man bcgan to build and was not able to finish? 14:3 1 Or what k/'ng,
going out to confront another king inba tt/c, will not sit down first and determine whether he is able
with ten thousand to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 14:32 [f he cannot
5ucccec£ he will send a rcprcsenta tive while the otheris still a /ong way off and ask for terms of

/oeacc

So what is the bottom line here...well simp]9 this. ] ake full responsibilitg Forgour actions and
decisions. Don't obligate (God to rescue you from somet}'xing that was comP]etelg your own doing;
a]though He is Plenteous in mercy. Jus’c understand that when we do wrong and are Punished for
the wrong, remember to Praise the LOKD, ask ForForgivcness and trg earnest]g not to rePeat the
same error. And when you are Punislﬂed for the cause of (Christ and for Preaching the Gospe]...
rejoice and be exceeding13 glad‘. [ ndure it Patientlg because there is a reward that soon will follow!

b~blessed my brothers and sisters in Chris’c;
Michael



